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This new translation makes one of the most important texts in ancient philosophy freshly available to

modern readers. Cicero was an intelligent and well-educated amateur philosopher, and in this work

he presents the major ethical theories of his time in a way designed to get the reader philosophically

engaged in the important debates. Raphael Woolf's translation does justice to Cicero's

argumentative vigor as well as to the philosophical ideas involved, while Julia Annas' introduction

and notes provide a clear and accessible explanation of the philosophical context of the work.
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"This is a useful and important edition, not least because of the introduction and notes...This

discussion grounds students and gives them a stake in the issues...This free translation is elegant,

polished, and highly readable, and has the feel of intelligent contemporary English...this is certainly

the text for a survey course or a Latinless reader, and a wide range of readers will want to have a

look at the discussion and notes." Religious Studies Review

Text: English (translation) Original Language: Latin --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

The Stoicism-part of this book is probably the best general introduction to Stoicism you'll ever find.

Written by one of the greatest mind of the Roman empire, translated into very readable English by

Raphael Woolf and with extremely precise and generous introduction and comments by Julia



Annas, a leading scholar of ancient philosophy. Highly recommended.

Scrupulously edited but it is the product of scholarship, not a setting forth of why decisions were

made in achieving the edition.

I bought this book brand new, and it began to fall apart after I read the first 100 pages. I would

expect the binding of a moderately expensive book such as this one to have a quality binding, but

the binding of this book is absolutely atrocious. This book is 196 pages long; page 115/116

completely fell out, and every single page after it is lose from the binding. It's a shame that such a

readable, well-cited, and noted book is going to disintegrate before the reader can finish it. I have

read several similar complaints about the binding quality of books published by Cambridge

University Press, and I plan on never buying a book published by them ever again.

Read the translation before the introduction. Woolf's translation is smooth and smart; the "general

reader" is unlikely to appreciate the introduction, at least on first reading. It's written almost

exclusively for those with a real penchant for ancient philosophy. It's organized in an infuriating way,

and is slightly flat-footed in its use of language.
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